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they might become more obedient to the evangelical name.
These instructions were of little avail; for the Spaniards
mocked the monks, and laughed at them, as usual, asserting
that the Indians were dogs unworthy of the name of Chris-
tians. Thus words generated hatred, but no fruit;, so that the
monks, uniting together, made a full and authentic relation
of it to His Holiness the Pope, and sent it to Rome by one
brother Roderic Minaia, a Dominican, with injunctions to
represent clearly all the evil and the disgraceful customs
that had ensued, so as to procure a Bull restoring the
Indians to liberty.
The apostolic chair was then filled by Pope Paul III, who,
seeing the truth of this information, as well as hearing of the
insolence perpetrated in   the  Indies,  granted the  above-
mentioned Bull in favour of the Indians.   With this, Minaia
returned to Spain, and, together with some other monks, he
informed his majesty of the beginning, the progress, and
the end of all that had happened: showing that the sins of
the Indians arose from great and pure ignorance, not from
malevolence;  that God had created them men,  and not
beasts; free, and not slaves ; demonstrating that they should
be brought over to the Christian faith by good examples,
not by cruelty or tyranny.    Entreating his majesty to con-
sider that these countries were at the foot of his crown; and
therefore it would be a pious thing to arrange so that they
should not be in a short time destroyed, in consequence of
the unbearable fatigue and ill treatment inflicted on the
natives by the Spaniards, who, without remorse, made them
die under the heavy weights they were made to carry, or the
constant digging in the mines,, and other shameful cruelties;
so that many were seen, in consequence of these insupportable
miseries, to run away to the woods, and there hang them-
selves by the neck.1
1 We are glad to see any records of Dominican humanity, as that per-
fidious and cruel order so long triumphed over mercy, as inquisitors.
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